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✩ Walt Disney holds the record for the most Oscar nominations.  He was nominated for 64 

awards and won 26. 
✩ The shortest Oscar ceremony was in 1929.  It lasted 15 minutes. 
✩ The longest Oscar ceremony was in 2001.  It lasted 256 minutes or 4 hours and 16 minutes. 
✩ Midnight Cowboy was the only X-rated movie to win an Oscar for anything.  It won Best 

Picture in 1969.  Yes.  1969. 
✩ The only Oscar to win an Oscar was Oscar Hammerstein for Best Song in 1941 & 1945. 
✩ Vivien Leigh was supposed to be a presenter at the Oscars one year but she had a nervous 

breakdown and was taken to the hospital instead.  While there, thieves broke into her home 
and stole her Oscar. 

✩ Elizabeth Taylor, Susan Sarandon and Emma Thompson all keep their Oscars in the 
bathroom. 

✩ Jack Nicholson uses one of his Oscars as a hat stand 
✩ Russell Crowe keeps his Oscar on his Australian ranch in a chicken coop. 
✩ Harold Russell, winner of two Academy Awards, auctioned off one in 1991 to pay for his 

wife’s surgery. 
✩ Marlon Brando refused to accept his award for Best Actor for the Godfather in 1972.  He 

said he didn’t want the award because of the discrimination toward Native Americans by 
the U.S.  He sent a native woman named Sacheen Littlefeather to accept the award on his 
behalf the night of the Oscars.  Everyone in the audience that night was quite touched and 
embarrassed to be a part of the evil America discriminating against the Indians.  And rightly 
so.  However, it turns out the woman who accepted the award was actually Maria Cruz.  A 
Spanish actress.   

✩ The first colour (color for my American friends) movie to win the Best Picture Oscar was 
Gone with the Wind in 1939. 

✩ The Academy Awards statuette was designed in 1928 by MGM art director Cedric Gibbons 
who doodled it during an early meeting of the fledgling Academy.  An unemployed artist 
named George Stanley was paid $500 to sculpt and produce the first batch of Oscars.  In true 
entertainment business style, they never paid him a cent. 

✩ During the 1982 Oscar ceremony, Zbigniew Rybczynski, who’d just won for best animated 
short, stepped outside the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion for a cigarette.  A security guard 
refused to readmit the Polish filmmaker, who pleaded, “I have Oscar!” to no avail.  A 
frustrated Rybczynski kicked the guard and was subsequently arrested and thrown in jail. 

✩ Eight years before appearing as Frodo Baggins in The Lord of the Rings, a 13 year old Elijah 
Wood made his first appearance at the Academy Awards.  He was a last minute 
replacement for Macaulay Culkin who had been slated to present the Visual Effects Oscar, 
but was quietly booted off the show after insisting his lines be rewritten.  (As someone who 
has read some really poor writing on television … I don’t blame Macaulay one bit.  Have you heard 
some of the crappy Oscar jokes?) 

✩ Jessica Tandy is the oldest person to receive an Academy Award for acting.  She won the 
Best Actress Oscar in 1989 for Driving Miss Daisy at the age of 80 years, 293 days. 


